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   Now	
  you	
  will	
  do	
  this	
  activity	
  with	
  your	
  partner.	
  Partner	
  1	
  will	
  pick	
  a	
  number	
  card	
  and	
  partner	
  2	
  

will	
  build	
  a	
  number	
  using	
  linking	
  cubes.	
  (Start	
  with	
  numbers	
  1-­‐3,	
  then	
  increase	
  as	
  students	
  are	
  
ready.)	
  

	
  
	
   Formative	
  Assessment	
  –	
  As	
  you	
  walk	
  the	
  room	
  note	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  succeeding	
  and	
  those	
  

who	
  are	
  struggling.	
  Make	
  note	
  of	
  which	
  linking	
  cube	
  configurations	
  are	
  easiest	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  
those	
  that	
  are	
  more	
  difficult.	
  Ask	
  thinking	
  questions	
  like,	
  “You	
  made	
  3	
  with	
  3	
  red	
  linking	
  cubes,	
  
what’s	
  another	
  way	
  you	
  can	
  make	
  three	
  with	
  2	
  different	
  colored	
  linking	
  cubes?”	
  

	
  
Closing:	
  
	
   What	
  did	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  partner	
  notice	
  when	
  you	
  were	
  doing	
  this	
  activity	
  together?	
  
	
   What	
  helped	
  you	
  to	
  know	
  how	
  many	
  linking	
  cubes	
  to	
  use	
  and	
  how	
  many	
  of	
  each	
  color	
  to	
  use?	
  
	
  
After	
  you	
  have	
  built	
  all	
  the	
  numbers	
  for	
  that	
  lesson,	
  students	
  can	
  draw	
  their	
  numbers	
  using	
  squares	
  to	
  
represent	
  the	
  linking	
  cubes.	
  They	
  should	
  also	
  write	
  the	
  numeral	
  next	
  to	
  their	
  drawing.	
  

	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Students	
  should	
  have	
  many	
  opportunities	
  to	
  do	
  this	
  activity	
  with	
  different	
  kinds	
  of	
  manipulatives,	
  e.g.,	
  
wooden	
  blocks,	
  teddy	
  bear	
  counters,	
  two	
  sided-­‐counters,	
  pattern	
  blocks.	
  Students	
  may	
  choose	
  to	
  organize	
  the	
  
manipulatives	
  in	
  different	
  ways.	
   	
   	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Students	
  may	
  work	
  independently	
  as	
  they	
  build,	
  draw,	
  and	
  write	
  the	
  single	
  digit	
  numbers.	
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